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PROFESSIONAL

POSITIONS

Assistant Professor of Economics, Hamilton College July 2019 – Present
Visiting Scholar, UCSD Economics August 2022 – June 2023
Impact Evaluation Specialist, The World Bank November 2016 – June 2019
Professional Associate, The World Bank December 2009 – July 2012

EDUCATION PhD, University of California, Davis 2019
Dissertation title: Poverty Dynamics and Mental Health
Research & Teaching Fields in Economics: Development, Urban, Health, Violence and
Crime, and Applied Econometrics

Master of Public Policy, Georgetown University 2010
Bachelor of Arts in Economics, American University of Beirut 2008

PEER-
REVIEWED

PUBLICATIONS

[1] Alloush, M. (forthcoming in 2024). Income, Psychological Well-being, and the
Dynamics of Poverty. Economic Development and Cultural Change.

[2] Alloush, M., Bloem, J., & J. Malacarne (2024). Social Protection Amid a Cri-
sis: New Evidence from South Africa’s Older Person’s Grant. The World Bank
Economic Review, 38(2).

[3] Alloush, M. & S. Wu (2023). Income Improves Subjective Well-being: Evidence
from South Africa. Economic Development and Cultural Change, 71(2).

[4] Alloush, M. & J. Bloem (2022). Neighborhood Violence, Poverty, and Psycho-
logical Well-being. Journal of Development Economics, 54(1).

[5] Alloush, M. & J. Bloem (2022). The Psychological Tolls of Food Insecurity.
Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 204, 618-630.

[6] Mehra, S., Stopnitzky, Y., & M. Alloush (2022). Do Shocks and Environmen-
tal Factors Shape Personality Traits? Evidence from the Ultra-Poor in Uganda.
Journal of Development Studies, 59(1), 94-113.

[7] Alloush, M., Taylor, J.E., Rojas, I., Gupta, A., & E. Gonzalez (2017). Economic
Life in Refugee Camps. World Development, 95(6), 334-347.

[8] Taylor, J.E., Filipski, M., Alloush, M., Rojas, I., Gupta, A., & E. Gonzalez (2016).
Economic Impact of Refugees. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
113(27), 7449-7453.

[9] Alloush, M., Gatti, R., Silva, J., & C. Chartouni (2013). Informality and Exclu-
sion: Evidence from Matched Employer-Employee data for Lebanon and Syria.
IZA Journal of Labor Policy, 2(1), 1-18.

WORKING

PAPERS • The Health Effects of In Utero Exposure to Cash Transfers (R&R at Journal of
Human Resources). Latest draft here.
with Warda Riaz

https://www.malloush.com
https://mmalloush.files.wordpress.com/2023/01/alloush_edcc_final.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/wber/article/38/2/371/7442612?guestAccessKey=4134addd-b62b-453c-8051-62742a4d722e&login=false&utm_source=authortollfreelink&utm_campaign=wber&utm_medium=email
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/716056
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387821001218?dgcid=author
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268122003729?dgcid=author
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00220388.2022.2110488
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X17300670
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1604566113
https://izajolp.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/2193-9004-2-18
https://malloush.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/allousriaz_march2024.pdf


• Conditional Cash Transfers and Corporal Punishment. Latest draft here.
with Susan Godlonton & Emily Conover

• On the Definition and Estimation of Economic Resilience using Counterfactuals.
Latest draft here.
with Michael R. Carter

• Empirical Detection of Poverty Traps and Unnecessary Deprivation. Latest draft
here.
with Michael R. Carter

• Cash Transfers and Postpartum Depression: Evidence from South Africa
with Warda Riaz and Jeff Bloem

• Psychological Resilience and Economic Outcomes

WORK IN

PROGRESS • Poverty and Enriching Engagement with Children

• Single Parenthood during Childhood and Adult Outcomes
with Abi Mangiafico and Evelyn Skoy

• Examining the Effects of Property Defense Statutes on US Crime Rates Using
Difference-in-Differences
with Jackson Davenport

• Estimating Development Resilience using High Frequency Data: An Application
using LSMS
with Michael R. Carter, Talip Kilic, and Peter O’Brien

TEACHING

EXPERIENCE

Hamilton College
• Introduction to Econometrics
• Poverty and Inequality (senior seminar)
• Economic Theory and Evidence
• Urban Economics

University of California, Davis
• Economic Development
• Teaching Assistant for Econometric Foundations (PhD), Economic Development,

Intermediate Microeconomics

CONFERENCE &
INVITED

PRESENTATIONS

2024: University of Minnesota, International Food Policy Research Institute, MWIEDC,
LAC-Pal
2023: NBER Summer Institute, LACDev, University of California San Diego, Bentley
University, University of Maine, San Diego State University, Agricultural & Applied
Economics Association Meetings (AAEA)
2022: American Economics Association meetings, 100 Years of Economic Develop-
ment Conference, AAEA, University of California Davis
2021: North East Universities Development Consortium (NEUDC), Hamilton/Colgate
Seminar Series, Midwest Health Policy Workshop
2020: Economics of Mental Health Workshop, Liberal Arts Development Group

https://mmalloush.files.wordpress.com/2023/10/acg_october2023.pdf
https://mmalloush.files.wordpress.com/2024/01/alloushcarter_measuring_resilience.pdf
https://mmalloush.files.wordpress.com/2023/10/alloushcarter_empirical_tests_of_traps.pdf


2019: LACDev, Sustainable Development Workshop (Monash University, Italy), Psy-
chology and Economics of Poverty Workshop (CEGA), International Food Policy Re-
search Institute
2018: NEUDC, North American Meeting of the Econometrics Society, Pacific Devel-
opment Conference (PacDev), University of San Francisco, AAEA, Midwest Interna-
tional Economic Development Conference, American University of Beirut
2017: South Africa Labor & Development Research Unit, University of Cape Town,
UC Davis Temporary Migration Cluster

GRANTS,
FELLOWSHIPS,
AND AWARDS

Hamilton College, Dean’s Early Career Scholarly Achievement Award 2024
USAID, $40,000 for Measuring Resilience in the Presence of Poverty Traps 2022
UK-DFID, $200,000 for Building Evidence on Protracted Forced Displacement 2017
Provost Fellowship, $25,000 University of California, Davis 2014

REFEREE

SERVICE

Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, Journal of Health Economics, Eco-
nomic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of Economic Behavior and Orga-
nization, Oxford Economics Papers, Food Policy, Labour Economics, American Jour-
nal of Agricultural Economics, World Development, Journal of Development Studies,
Economics of Education Review, National Science Foundation, National Bureau of
Economic Research (book chapter).
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