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CALL FOR PROPOSALS

MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION TO IMPACT
OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE MENA REGION

ERF is pleased to announce a call for proposals on “Mitigation and Adaptation to
Impact of Climate change in MENA countries” Selected authors will present their
papers during a workshop by June 2021. Interested researchers are invited to
submit their proposals by January 9, 2021.

Introduction and Background

The MENA countries are particularly vulnerable to climate change disasters and
their consequences given the fragility of their ecosystems, their heavy dependence
on natural capital and the environment for survival and prosperity, the limited
adaptive capacities of these countries to environmental shocks and the limited
preparedness to mitigate these shocks.

The physical vulnerability of these countries is particularly severe in low coastal
lands (UAE, Egypt, Lebanon), harsh environments (those with large desert areas
(Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, UAE, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar)), those with fragile ecosystems
(almost all of the Arab countries), and water stress problems (all Arab countries
with the possible exception of Lebanon). This is further exacerbated by
socioeconomic vulnerability as reflected by a high dependence on the production
and export of natural resources and other environmentally sensitive commodities.
This dependence on natural capital and environmental resources reduces their
resilience and adaptive capacities to the consequences of climate change. It is here
where an adaptation approach that jointly addresses both types of vulnerabilities in
these countries is obviously required. Such an adaptation approach would require,
in addition to the domestic effort, a parallel international effort focused on
minimizing the impacts of response measures and strengthening the ecological
resilience of these economies to cope with climate change and its related policies.

The impacts of climate change translate into significant public and private costs,
taken together and across numerous sectors. The exposure and vulnerability of
people, physical and natural assets to climate change are dynamic, varying across
temporal and spatial scales and are influenced heavily by economic, social,
geographic, demographic, cultural, institutional, governance, and environmental
factors. Quantifying the economic impacts of climate change is requisite to an
informed policy debate regarding the urgency and choice of actions to mitigate the
most severe impacts. While a risk-based assessment and related techniques are
needed to understand the “total climate risk” at a national level, these need to be
complemented by rigorous economic analysis, using sound methodologies, relevant
variables and accurate data to ensure decision-makers and stakeholders are fully
informed.
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Research Topics
Proposals are invited on to address topics related to the impact of climate change.
Proposals can be cross-country or focused on a single country.

Possible research questions may include, but do not have to be confined to:
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The effects of climate change on economic activity, productivity and
economic growth.

What are the defining characteristics, country specific climate challenges and
what are the sub-regions that are more vulnerable to climate change in
general and particularly to extreme weather events, excessive heat, loss of
precipitation, new diseases and viruses, sea-level rise, land erosion and
desertification?

What adaptation measures/ policies are planned, how do they relate to fiscal
sustainability, can the region sustain these measures and programs
depending on local resources, how much external help will they need?

What are the specific sectoral climate challenges in the region? How does
climate change (gradual and extreme events) affect individual and household
income/employment by sector/industry? How will climate change affect the
labor demand, labor supply, the number of hours worked- by
sector/industry? What are the consequences of migration out of agriculture?
What are the distributional implications of the climate change shocks?

Does climate change (gradual and extreme events) have any ramifications on
migration and displacement within the region?

What is the effect of this shock on welfare, consumption and investment?
What is the cost in terms of forgone growth of this climate change shock?
What is the effect of international environmental agreements on climate
change adaptation/mitigation?

What is the effect of climate change on trade patterns and countries
specialization?

The heavy dependence of the region on fossil fuels’ revenues and the
increased realization of the incompatibility of fossil fuels use with the global
carbon budget required for sustainability is increasing the likelihood of fossil
fuels becoming stranded assets. How will this impact the economies of the
region and their resilience and sustainability programs?

What regional and international financing arrangements, programs and
mechanisms are available for the countries of the region that they could use
to shore up their adaptation and mitigation strategies?

Climate change is likely to affect all of the countries, how will regional
cooperation and regional strategies help mitigate and invigorate adaptation
programs that no single country would be able to mount on its own

What are the most likely climatic developments and emergent risks facing
the region, what are their probabilities of occurrence and expected damages
under different scenarios of the channel models?
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Methods

The analyses of the climate change can use both individual and macroeconomic
datasets. Researchers can merge environmental, climate data, macroeconomic and
sectoral data with individual data (firm and household surveys) if needed. The
following methods can be adopted:

1) Analysis of cross-sectional or panel survey data: These data can be at
either the household level or the firm level. There are challenges in achieving
causal identification if the data is cross-sectional and data may need to have
unique features or be merged with other types of data to achieve good
results. Yet, where panel data exist, this offers an attractive route to high
quality research, especially if this data also contains information on conflict
events.

2) Analysis of country-level datasets: Such data can be either at the
macroeconomic or sectoral levels, especially for variables that measure
climate change, mitigation, agreements, precipitation, etc. Several
international organizations make their datasets publicly available.

Guidelines for Submission

Authors should submit a proposal of a maximum length of five double-spaced pages
(excluding appendices, tables, figures, and references). It should be structured to
contain three sections in the following format. ERF reserves the right to exclude
proposals that are not consistent with these guidelines.

IMPORATANT NOTE: the proposal should NOT include the authors’ names, as it
will undergo a blind review process.

. Statement of the research problem: A clear and concise description of the nature
and importance of the proposed research; its scope and boundaries; its general
context; and objectives with explicit reference to feasibility and policy relevance.

Value Added: A selective and analytical review of the relevant literature, intending
to both demonstrating knowledge of past theoretical and empirical work, as well
as identifying the knowledge gap that the proposed research is intended to address.

Conceptual Framework and Research Methodology: A clear statement of the
conceptual framework should be provided elaborating on the set of specific,
identifiable and concrete questions for which the proposed research is intended to
provide answers. This is to be followed by an elaboration of the research methods
to be employed and why they are best suited to answer the research questions. The
section should also indicate the nature of the information required and the data
collection techniques, whether primary or secondary or a combination of the two.
Finally, it should explain how the information will be analyzed and interpreted using
quantitative and/or qualitative methods.
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4. Budget: The budget should be submitted in US dollars, itemized and inclusive of all
research and dissemination expenses. Research costs should be defined by
deliverables. Other budget items may include travel, if necessary, research
assistance, data collection, office supplies and photocopying. The purchase of
equipment is not allowed under ERF grant rules. Please note that the maximum
budget per paper that ERF can fund is $8,000.

5. References: A list should be attached to the proposal specifying the suggested
references to be used in writing the proposed paper.

Eligibility
The following eligibility criteria will be applied:
e Researchers should have expertise in the topic being researched.
e Atleast one of the main researchers should be from the ERF region, whether
residing inside or outside the region.
e Researchers from disciplines other than economics may apply.

Selection criteria
A refereeing committee will evaluate all proposals by the following criteria:
e The value added from the project in terms of contributing to existing
knowledge,
¢ The methodological soundness, be it econometric or in-depth case studies,
e The analytical rigor of the results
¢ The policy relevance of the findings.

Important dates

Submission of proposals deadline: January 9, 2021
Announcement of winning proposals: January 20, 2021
Submission of draft papers: May 30, 2021

Workshop for discussing draft papers: June 2021 (TBD)
Submission of final papers: September 30, 2021

To submit your proposal, please fill in the following form:
https://erf.org.eg/mitigation-and-adaptation-to-impact-of-climate-change-

in-the-mena-region-submission-form/

Your submission should include:
e Author(s)’ CV(s)
e Two published papers, and
e Proposal as per the above mentioned guidelines.

For further inquiries, please contact Ms. Ramage Nada, Senior Programs Officer,
email: rnada@erf.org.eg.
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