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SHORT BIO

Ahmed Galal is currently Managing Director of the Economic Research Forum (ERF) and the President and Chairman of the Board of Forum Euroméditerranéen des Instituts des Sciences Économiques (FEMISE). He is also the founding or current member of several Boards of Trustees, all of which are dedicated to serving public interest.
Mr. Galal was Egypt’s Finance Minister between July 2013 and March 2014. Previously, he worked for the World Bank for 18 years where he conducted research and provided policy advice to governments in several countries around the world. While on leave from the Bank (2000-2006), he was the Executive Director and Director of Research of the Egyptian Center for Economic Studies (ECES).

Galal authored or co-authored more than dozen books, including “Welfare Consequences of Selling Public Enterprises”, “The Road Not Traveled: Education Reform in the Middle East and North Africa” and more recently “After the Spring: Economic Transitions in the Arab World. He also authored several journal articles and book chapters.

In 2004, he was awarded the prestigious regional prize for Economic and Social Sciences by the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences. Galal holds a PhD in economics from Boston University.

Education

Ph.D.


Economics, Boston University, 1986.

M.Phil.


Economics, Boston University, 1983.

M.A.


Economics, the American University in Cairo, 1980.

B.A. 


Business Administration, Cairo University, 1973.

Professional Experience

	Jan. 2007 - Present.


	Economic Research Forum, Cairo, Egypt.
Managing Director


	July 2013 – March 2014
	The Arab Republic of Egypt

Finance Minister



	Jan. 2006 - Jan. 2007


	 The World Bank, Washington DC, USA.
Adviser, The Middle East and North Africa Region


	2000-2005
	The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, Cairo, Egypt
Executive Director & Director of Research


	1998-1999


	The World Bank, Washington D.C., USA 

Economic Advisor, Private Sector Development Department

	1996-1997
	The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, Cairo, Egypt

Executive Director & Director of Research


	1995
	The World Bank, Washington D.C., USA
Principal Economist, Policy Research Department


	1991-94
	The World Bank, Washington D.C., USA.
Senior Economist, Policy Research Department


	1988-91
	The World Bank, Washington D.C., USA.

Public  Enterprise Specialist, Country Economics Department



	1984-87
	Europe, Middle East and North Africa Region

Industrial Economist, Europe, the Middle East and North Africa Region

	1981-83
	Boston University,

Lecturer, Economics Department

	1979-80
	Omar Seif El Din & Sons, private consulting firm, Egypt
Senior Economist


	1976-78
	Allam-Franki-Blaton, private Egyptian-Belgian firm, Egypt
Financial Manager


	1973-75
	Bank of Cairo, Egypt,
Banker



Professional Associations

Board Member, International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), London.
Board Member, Center for International Governance and Innovation (CIGI), Canada.
Founding and currently Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees, MENA Health Policy Forum (MENA HPF), Switzerland.
Founding Board Member, Zewail City, Egypt.
Chairman of the Board and President, Forum Euroméditerranéen des Instituts des Sciences Économiques (FEMISE).
Founding Board Member, Egypt Foundation for Integrated Development (El Nidaa), Egypt.
Former Board Member, International Development Research Center (IDRC), Canada.
Former Board Member, Economic Research Forum (ERF), Egypt.
Former Founding and Board Member, Arab Council for Social Sciences (ACSS), Lebanon.
Research Fellow, Economic Research Forum (ERF), Middle East.

Visiting Fellow, Institute for International Economics, Washington D.C.
Publications

Books

Middle East Economies Before and After the Revolutions, co-edited with Ishac Diwan, International Economic Association (IEA), (forthcoming).
After the Spring: Economic Transitions in the Arab World, with others, New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.
The Road Not Traveled: Education Reform in the MENA region, Washington DC: The World Bank, 2008.
Rethinking the Role of the State: Industrial Policy in the Middle East and North Africa, ed., Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2008.
Fiscal Sustainability in Emerging Markets: International Experience and Implication for Egypt," with Nadeem Ul Haque, eds., Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2005.

Anchoring Reform with a US-Egypt Free Trade Agreement, with Robert Lawrence, Washington DC: Institute for International Economics, 74, 2005.

Arab Economic Integration Between Hope and Reality, with Bernard Hoekman, eds., Washington: Brookings Institution Press, 2003.

Monetary Policy and Exchange Rate Regimes: Options for the Middle East, with Eliana Cardoso, eds., Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2002.

Partnerships for Development: New Roles for Governments and the Private Sector in the Middle East and North Africa, with Samiha Fawzy, eds., Washington: World Bank Institute, 1999.

Building Bridges: An Egypt-US Free Trade Agreement, with Robert Lawrence, eds., Washington: Brookings Institution Press, 1998.
Regional Partners in Global Markets: The Limits and Possibilities of Euro-Med Agreements, with Bernard Hoekman, eds., London: Center for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), 1997.

Bureaucrats in Business: The Economics and Politics of Government Ownership, with Mary Shirley, New York: Oxford University Press, September 1995.

Welfare Consequences of Selling Public Enterprises: An Empirical Analysis, with Leroy Jones, Pankaj Tandon and Ingo Vogelsang, New York: Oxford University Press, June 1994.

Does Privatization Deliver? with Mary Shirley, eds., Washington: Economic Development Institute, March 1994.

Journal Articles and Book Chapters
Inequality and Autocracy in the Arab World, Current History, December 2012.
The Elusive Quest for Economic Development in the Arab Countries Ahmed Galal and Hoda Selim, Middle East Development Journal, A publication of the Economic Research Forum, March 2013.
Economic Development in the Arab Region: A Tale of Oil and Politics, with Hoda Selim, International Development Ideas, Experiences and Prospects, edited by Bruce Currie-Alder, Ravi Kanbour, David M. Malone, & Rohinton Madhora, Oxford University Press, 2014.
Access and Equity in Financing Higher Education in Arab Countries, Prospects, edited with Taher Kanaan, UNESCO, 157, 1-176. 2011.
Do Governments Pick Winners or Losers? An Assessment of Industrial Policy in Egypt, with Nihal El Megharbel, in Galal, Ahmed, ed., Rethinking the Role of the State: Industrial Policy in the Middle East and North Africa, Cairo: The American University Press, 2008.
Social Expenditure and the Poor in Egypt, in Fiscal Sustainability in Emerging Markets: International Experience and Implications for Egypt, Galal, Ahmed and Nadeem Ul Haque, eds., Cairo: The American University Press, 2006.
The Economics of Formalization: Potential Winners and Losers from Formalization in Egypt, in Investment Climate, Growth, and Poverty, Gudrun Kochendorfer-Lucius and Boris Pleskovic, eds., Washington: The World Bank, 2005.

Utility Regulation versus BOT Schemes: An assessment of Electricity Sector Reforms in Arab Countries, in The Financial and Social Impact of Private Sector Participation in Financing Infrastructure Projects, Sultan Abu Ali, ed., Kuwait: Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, 2002.

Egypt-US, Morocco-US Free Trade Agreements, in Free Trade Agreements and US Trade Policy, Jeffrey J. Schott, ed., Washington: Institute for International Economics, 2004.

Egypt’s Export Puzzle, in Arab Economic Integration Between Hope and Reality, Ahmed Galal and Bernard Hoekman, eds., Washington: Brookings Institution Press, 2003.

Savings and privatization, in State-Owned Enterprises in the Middle East and North Africa: Privatization, Performance and Reform, Merih Celasun, ed., Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2001.

Incentives for Economic Integration in the Middle East, in Bernard Hoekman and Hanaa Kheir El Din, eds., Trade Policy Developments in the Middle East and North Africa, Washington: World Bank Institute, 2000.

Egypt Telecom: Status and Prospects, in Partnerships for Development: New Roles for Governments and the Private Sector in the Middle East and North Africa, Samiha Fawzy and Ahmed Galal, eds., Washington: World Bank Institute, 1999.

Towards an Egypt-US Free Trade Agreement: An Egyptian Perspective, with Sahar Tohamy, in Building Bridges: An Egypt-US Free Trade Agreement, Ahmed Galal and Robert Lawrence, eds., Washington: Brookings Institution Press, 1998.

Egypt and the Partnership Agreement with the EU: The road to Maximum Benefits, with Bernard Hoekman, in Regional Partners in Global Markets: The Limits and Possibilities of Euro-Med Agreements, Ahmed Galal and Bernard Hoekman, eds., London: Center for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), 1997.

Which Institutions Constrain Economic Growth in Egypt the Most? Arab Economic Journal, No. 6, 1996.

Chile: Regulatory Specificity, Credibility of Commitment, and Distributional Demands, in Regulation, Institutions and Commitment: The Case of Telecommunications, Levy, Brian and Pablo Spillor, eds., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

Regulation of Telecom in Developing Countries: Incentives, Commitment and Performance, with Bharat Nauriyal, Journal of Revista de Analisis Economico, Vol. 10, November 1995.

Institutional Framework for Efficient and Sustainable Restructuring of State-Owned Enterprises, Journal of Public Enterprises, Vol. 9, No. 2, 1989.

Short Articles

Egypt Post January 2011: An Economic Perspective, Policy Perspective, Economic Research Forum, Egypt , 2011.
Potential Winners and Losers from Formalization, Development Outreach, Washington DC: The World Bank, March 2005.

The Case for Formalization in Egypt, Policy Viewpoint, No. 17, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2005.

Has Trade Liberalization in Egypt Gone Far Enough or Too Far? Policy Viewpoint, No. 16, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2005.

Business Barometer, bi-annual publication by The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, several editions, June 1998-July 2004.

Why Did Consumer and Wholesale Prices Diverge in Egypt Recently?, with Abeer El Shennawy, Policy Viewpoint, No. 15, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economics Studies, 2003.

To Float or Not to Float: That Is No Longer The question for Egypt, Policy Viewpoint, No. 13, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economics Studies, 2003.

Arab Economic Integration Between Hope and Reality, with Bernard Hoekman, Policy Viewpoint, No. 12, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2002.

Employment and Unemployment in Egypt, Policy Viewpoint, No. 11, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2002. 

Managing Cotton Price Volatility in Egypt, with Omneia Helmy, Policy Viewpoint, No. 10, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2001.

Egypt’s Export Puzzle, with Samiha Fawzy, Policy Viewpoint, No. 9, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2001.

The Future of Egypt-US Economic Relations, Policy Viewpoint, No. 8, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, May 2001.

The Issue of Liquidity in Egypt: Causes and Remedies, with Faika El Refaie, Policy Viewpoint, No. 8, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2000.

What is in store for the Egyptian Pound? Cairo: Pharaohs Magazine, 2000.

Priorities for Rapid and Shared Economic Growth in Egypt, Policy Viewpoint, No. 3, Cairo: The Egyptian

Center for Economic Studies, January 1998.

Towards More Efficient Telecommunication Services in Egypt, Policy Viewpoint, No. 2, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, January 1998.

How Accurate is Egypt’s Consumer Price Index, with Hala Fares, Policy Viewpoint, No. 1, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, October 1997.
Results of Privatization, in Rodney Lord, ed., Privatization Worldwide, London: Privatization International, 1993.

The Changing Role of the State, Newsletter of the Economic Research Forum for the Arab Countries, Iran & Turkey, Volume 1, 2, May 1994.

Done Right, Private Beats Public 11-1, Research Bulletin, The World Bank, Washington, D.C., 1992.

Working Papers
Financing Higher Education in Arab Countries, Policy Research Report, Economic Research Forum, Egypt, 2010.
Do Governments Pick Winners or Losers? An Assessment of Industrial Policy in Egypt, with Nihal El Megharbel, Working Paper Series, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, December 2005.

The Economics of Formalization: Potential Winners and Losers from Formalization in Egypt, 

Working Paper 95, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, March 2004.

Social Expenditure and the Poor in Egypt, Working Paper 89, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, November 2003.

Egypt-US, Morocco-US Free Trade Agreements, Working Paper 87, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2003.

External Environment, Globalization and Reform, with Eliana Cardoso, Working Paper 80, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2003.

The Paradox of Education and Unemployment in Egypt, Working Paper 67, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2002.

Utility Regulation versus BOT Schemes: An assessment of Electricity Sector Reforms in Arab Countries, Working Paper 63, 2001.

Globalization and the Well Being of Citizens, Working Paper 59, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, 2001.

Land and Real Estate Reform, with Omar Razzaz, Policy Research Working Paper Series 2616, The World Bank, Washington, 2000.

Telecom Egypt: Status and Prospects, Working Paper 23, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, March 1998.

Towards an Egypt-US Free Trade Agreement: AN Egyptian Perspective, with Sahar Tohamy, Working Paper 21, Cairo: The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies.

Savings and privatization, Working Paper 8, Cairo, The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, December 1996.

Incentives for Economic Integration in the Middle East, Working Paper 4, Cairo, The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies, December 1996.

Regulation and Commitment in the Development of Telecommunications in Chile, Policy Research Working Paper Series 1278, The World Bank, Washington, March 1994.

Public Enterprise Reform: A Challenge for the World Bank, Policy Research Working Paper 497, The World Bank, Washington, 1991.

Does Divestiture Matter? A Framework for Learning from Experience, Policy Research Working Paper 475, The World Bank, Washington, 1991.

World Bank Reports (with others)
Egypt: Country Economic Memorandum, The World Bank, Washington, 1996.

Increasing Private Sector Participation in Thailand, World Bank Report No. 13132-TH, Washington, June 1994.

India: Stabilization and Reforming the Economy, World Bank Report No. 10489-In, Washington, April 1992.

Turkey: State-Owned Enterprise Sector Review, World Bank Report No. 10014-TU, Washington, December 1991.

Egypt: The Private Sector Regulatory Environment, World Bank Report No. 10049-EGT, Washington, January 1992.

Czechoslovakia: Structural Adjustment Loan, The World Bank, Washington, 1991.

Argentina: Public Enterprise Rehabilitation Loan, The World Bank, Washington, 1989.

Senegal: Para-statal Sector Review, World Bank Report, Washington, 1988.

Egypt: Industrial Sector Loan, The World Bank, Washington, 1987.

Review of the Finances of the Decentralized Public Sector in Egypt, World Bank Report No. 6421-EGT, Washington, March 1987.

Egypt: Public Industrial Enterprise Efficiency, World Bank Report No. 6305-EGT, Washington, July 1986.

Countries Visited on World Bank Missions
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Mexico, Morocco, the Philippines, Turkey, Senegal, Thailand, Tanzania, Yemen, and Yugoslavia.

Awards
In 2004, he was awarded the prestigious regional prize for Economic and Social Sciences by the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences.
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