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Research and Professional Experience

Dr. Bishai uses economics to study populations, families, and the ways in which various public
health interventions, especially immunization and injury control, affect population health. His work
on family economics looks at how child fostering, polygyny, and reduced certainty of paternity affect
child survival. His research on the family includes studying how adults and adolescents decide
whether to have extramarital sexual contact and how families cope with AIDS and STDs.

Dr. Bishai has focussed much of his applied work on evaluating the potential value of public health
interventions such as vaccines, injury control measures, and STD control activities. He has prepared
economic models of vaccines and vaccination strategies. His work attempts to validate economic
models of the value of a new vaccine with household surveys on what people would pay for a new
vaccine. His current projects apply willingness to pay methods to assess the demand for
meningococcal vaccine, improved ways of screening for HPV disease, improved neighborhood safety
from automobile injuries, and more successful drug rehabilitation programs.

Keywords

health economics, population economics; family economics;marriage, gender, paternity; infidelity,
divorce, polygyny; orphans; adolescent health, vaccines;HIV; AIDS vaccine; tuberculosis;
meningococcal disease; human papilloma virus;HPV, cervical cancer; health equity;disparities;
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American Medical Association/Burroughs Wellcome Fellowship for Community Leadership, 1989
Joseph St. Geme Award for Pediatric Research among UCLA Pediatric Trainees, 1990

Saul A. Fox Award at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center for First Authorship in Peer-ReviewJournal, 1991
International Health Economics Association Student Paper Competition, 2nd Prize, 1996

Board Certification: American Board of Pediatrics and American Board of Internal Medicine, 1991

Research Projects

Cost-Effectiveness of Antiretroviral Therapy Adherence Interventions

As programs to provide highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) are scaled up in sub-Saharan
Africa, achieving high rates of medication adherence will be necessary to maximize virologic and
clinical outcomes. However, the cost-effectiveness of interventions aiming to increase adherence,...

Impact of TB Preventive Therapy for HIV/TB Co-infected Patients with Access to Highly Active




Antiretroviral Therapy in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: A Phased Implementation Trial. A project of
Consortium to Respond Effectively to the AIDS-TB Epidemic (CREATE)

The THRIo study is designed to determine whether the routine detection and treatment of TB
infection found in HIV infected patients in HIV clinics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, reduces TB incidence
in the clinic population receiving HIV care. Involving an estimated 15,000 clinic patients, the...

The Costs of Scaling Up Traffic Enforcement in Kampala
This project will collect public data on the costs of improving traffic safety enforcement in Kampala,
Uganda.
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